
Sabai Sabai with Nick Gorman 

 

In my last column I spoke about how our season would shape up. Would we be in a 

relegation battle? Would we be pushing for safety and a respectable mid table finish?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important games 

It all rested on the two games I mentioned, against Army United and Police United. These 

two games in my opinion were the games that would turn our season on its head. 

Unfortunately we put pressure on ourselves losing both matches. These are the teams that 

we needed to get points from.   

This then naturally makes it even more difficult to get points in the matches against the big 

teams. In these matches there are no big expectations from the board, they are realistic 

about our chances. So any surprises are then seen as a bonus to the club. However if we 

lose against the less inferior team s it raises the pressure in the big games and more 

mistakes are made against teams of high quality.  So this affected the teams confidence and 

lead to the consecutive away losses to BEC Tero, Chonburi, Muang Thong and home losses 

to Police and BKK Glass  

The bright note being our draw at home to Pattaya United in a game no one really wanted 

to win but it should have been Khon Kaen FC who took the three points on the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A small fish in a big Pond 

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ 

of the season rock bottom and in a relegation fight. However two / three wins can change 

all this.  

²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ compete financially with the big clubs such as Muang Thong United, Bec Tero 

Sasana and Buriram PEA.  We must rely on youth and inexperienced players to rise to the 

challenge. At present it has been a big ask for them and they will learn from the experience 

and be better for it if they are in this position again with KKFC or another team. As a club if 

we are relegated it is sometimes not the end of the world. It can make the club stronger and 

more prepared for the next time they are promoted.  

This is a time when you need real men to stand up and be counted for. Unfortunately if 

ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜƭ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘ 

in the manner that is best for the team then it is time to go. We will then look forward and 

try to bring in players who can replace anyone who has left. But I give my best wishes to the 

players who represented Khon Kaen FC and wish them the best for their future. We now 

must draw a line on issues of players leaving and look forward. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Foreign Signings 

At the time Stuart Kelly arrived we had come off a great home win versus Chiang Rai United 

in the TPL. So Stuart came at a time where we faced an uphill battle. It also takes time for a 

young team to adapt to a new player, but Stuart tells me how well the team and fan club 

have taken to him. And that they are the best guys off the pitch he has ever worked with.  

If the club had been in a stronger league position we could have tried to sign another 

established foreign player this June. As I said in my previous column I tried in vain through a 

contact of mine to sign Robbie Fowler, so it was interesting for me to see him sign for 

Muang Thong United this week. I just hope he can help raise the profile of Thai Football. 

Good luck to him and it is good to see players of his quality come to our league. 

And congratulations to Winfried Schaefer on his appointment by the Football Association 

of Thailand as the new head coach. He ƘŀǎƴΩǘ wasted any time by bringing in his fellow 

German coaches. As crazy as football is there are always strange coincidences. My father 

John Gorman visited my family and me in Khon Kaen after his team MK Dons were knocked 

out of the Championship Play-off Semi Final versus Alex FergusonΩs son DarrenΩs team. 

While he was relaxing here he received two of the same job offers from out of work 

Managers back in the UK looking to apply for the Thailand National job! Nothing 

materialized as Winfried and his team was voted the best candidates. So good luck to them, 

I am positive his methods will help our national team  find success. But it just shows you 

that football is a small world!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toyota Cup run 

On a much brighter note the Toyota Cup run has been a timely distraction away from the 

TPL fixtures.  The team has now secured a place in the last 16 of the Toyota Cup. They will 

now play at home to Chiangrai United on the 13th July. We are one goal behind from the 

first away leg last Wednesday 6th July.  

This is a nice distraction from the league and a good chance to bring back some confidence 

back to the team. It is good to see the squad players get their chance in these matches. And 

pleasing to see different players getting the goals. Well done to the new Chinese players 

making their debuts. And congratulations to Bobby 21, Li Xiang  5 and Kanlaya Sysomvang 

10, getting on the score sheet and helping the team get back to winning ways. This could 

now make us stronger as a team for the second set TPL games. Before the first leg loss to 

Chiangrai United, the club has now won their last two competitive ties against Samut 

Sonkraan after extra time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our back room staff  

 

 

YƻǳΩǾŜ met the Presidents now I would like to introduce you to our coaching staff. See 

below for pen pictures of our local Issan coaching team: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Head Coach 

 

Mr.Narong Tuamtaisong  

AFC  A ς Licence   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant 

 

Nattasak Phusodngern (Sak) 

AFC  B ς Licence   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Goalkeeper Coach 

Mr.Sathiti  Pangma  

AFC  A - Licence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Doctor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashira Hirantrakool  - Medical Science  

Khon Kaen University 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth development Squad  

 

U-20 Squad 

 

 

 

 

Team Manager 

  

 

 

 

Assistant / Goalkeeper Coach 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you Mahasarakham 

The Khon Kaen FC Family would like to say a big thank you to all the staff at Mahasarakham. 

The club paid a special tribute in the Samut Sonkraan match. We fully appreciate all the help 

and hard work before, during and after match days at our temporary Stadium.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Next TPL match 

We look forward to returning to our Provincial stadium in Khon Kaen. Hopefully for our next  

TPL fixture hopefully KKFC v TOT on the 31st July 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you there and best wishes, 

Nick 

 

 

 

 


